


One Stop Shop/Business Resources - Entrepreneur’s Guide to Starting A Business

STEP 1:  Research your idea. Talk to your  Business 
, or your local EDC or EDO. For Harris County Partners click here or see below.

STEP 2: If you determine that your business plan is viable, then look for a location. Would you qualify for special incentives? Will you need to hire a professional 
click here (713-274-3900). For city permits, please visit 

their websites.

STEP 3: Name your business. Research websites and phonebooks for other businesses that may have a similar name to the one you are considering. Check the 
availability of your name on the Texas 

 to make sure that your name is not claimed already. For Harris County Assumed Business Names searches, click on DBA or call 
.

STEP 4: Depending on what type of business entity you form, you may have to register with the . Some of the more common forms are Sole 

 in order to transact business 

Crimes Enforcement Network at the U.S. Department of Treasury. Determine whether your business is a reporting company at . An Assumed 
 

See  for details.

STEP 5: Texas Business Organization Code
of State.

STEP 6 . 
Determine sales, use and excise taxes. Apply for a Texas sales tax permit with the . Property taxes are assessed by the 

 and collected by the . The Texas  
requires most employers to pay an Unemployment Insurance tax. More information can be found at the TWC website.

STEP 7: The state of Texas does not require a general business license, but you may be required to have a license or permit depending on the type of service, or 
Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation 

. Also contact your county and city to determine if there are any additional requirements.

Texas Secretary of State (512-463-5555) (registering businesses formed in Texas or outside of Texas)
(888-334-4112) (State Sales Tax ID and other useful information)

 (512-463-6599 or 800-803-9202) (licensing requirements)
Texas Workforce Commission (512-463-2222 or 800-939-6631) (workforce information & Employer’s ID)
Texas Workers’ Compensation & Texas Department of Insurance (800-578-4677 or 512-676-6000)
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (512-239-1000 or 800-447-2827) (environmental & permitting)
Texas.gov (information about Texas and links to all State of Texas Departments)

 (800-843-5789) - For more information on business resources in Texas, please visit https://gov.texas.gov/business

US Export Assistance (800-USA-TRAD (872-8723) (trade counseling and information)
US Small Business Administration, Houston District (713-773-6500)

 (800-786-9199)
Internal Revenue Service (Businesses 800-829-4933) (Federal Tax ID and other tax matters)
US Census Bureau (800-923-8282)

 (202-691-5200 or 972-850-4800)
 (936-760-3800)

 (713-844-3600)
Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership (832-536-3255)
Baytown-West Chambers County Economic Development Foundation (281-420-2961)
Economic Alliance-Houston Port Region (281-476-9176)
Katy Area Economic Development Council (281-396-2200)

Harris County (713-755-5000)
 (713-274-3600) (permits)

 (713-274-8000)
 (713-274-8600)

Harris Central Appraisal District (713-957-7800)
Harris County Industrial Development Corporation (713-775-8971)
Port of Houston (713-670-2400)
METRO - Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County (713-635-4000)
CenterPoint Energy, Business Programs (713-659-2111 or 800-752-8036)

 (832-393-0600)
Houston Airports
If the business is operated in a home, check the deed restrictions and contact the homeowners association.

If the business is located in a city or its jurisdiction, contact the city for possible permit requirements.
Contact the Harris County Public Health Department (713-439-6000) for a business involved in food preparation or handling.
Contact the Harris County Department of Economic Equity and Opportunity, Economic Development Division at 713-274-1400 or EconDev@harriscountytx.gov or scan here:


