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Harris County At A Glance

Harris County is the best place to invest, open, and operate your business. It is home to 34 cities
within its boundaries, including the City of Houston, the county seat.

World Class Transportation System
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Source: 2025 Fortune 500; U.S. Census Bureau, 2024 Population Estimates; Tax Foundation (as of August 2025); Houston Airport System, 2024, Port Houston, 2025 Statistics; Texas
Department of Transportation, 2025 Texas Railroads Map; International Trade Administration Metropolitan Export Series, Houston MSA 2023 Trade Factsheet.
1Canadian Pacific Kansas City (CPKC) Railroad Company, in partnership with Union Pacific and other railroad companies, indirectly serves Harris County. See CPKC Network Map for details.



https://gis-txdot.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/TXDOT::texas-railroads/about
https://gis-txdot.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/TXDOT::texas-railroads/about
https://gis-txdot.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/TXDOT::texas-railroads/about
https://gis-txdot.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/TXDOT::texas-railroads/about
https://gis-txdot.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/TXDOT::texas-railroads/about
https://gis-txdot.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/TXDOT::texas-railroads/about
https://gis-txdot.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/TXDOT::texas-railroads/about
https://gis-txdot.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/TXDOT::texas-railroads/about
https://www.trade.gov/ita-metropolitan-export-series
https://www.trade.gov/ita-metropolitan-export-series
https://www.trade.gov/ita-metropolitan-export-series
https://www.trade.gov/ita-metropolitan-export-series
https://www.trade.gov/ita-metropolitan-export-series
https://www.trade.gov/ita-metropolitan-export-series
https://www.trade.gov/data-visualization/us-metropolitan-factsheets
https://www.trade.gov/data-visualization/us-metropolitan-factsheets
https://www.trade.gov/data-visualization/us-metropolitan-factsheets
https://www.trade.gov/data-visualization/us-metropolitan-factsheets
https://www.trade.gov/data-visualization/us-metropolitan-factsheets
https://www.cpkcr.com/en/our-advantage/connecting-a-continent
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Fortune 500 Headquarters

Harris County is home to 25 Fortune 500 headquarters, or 96% of Metro Houston’s Fortune 500 headquarters.

mm

ExxonMobil $349.5 Waste Management $22.0

Phillips 66 28 $145.4 Group 1 Automotive 214 $19.9

Sysco 56 $78.8 Corebridge Financial 224 $18.7

ConocoPhillips 75 $56.9 Targa Resources 256 $16.3

Enterprise Product Partners 78 $56.2 Cheniere Energy 275 $15.7

Plains GP Holdings 92 $50.0 Kinder Morgan 289 $15.1

Hewlett Packard Enterprise 143 $30.1 Westlake 345 $12.1

NRG Energy 153 $28.1 APA 422 $9.7

Baker Hughes 155 $27.8 NOV 443 $8.8

Occidental Petroleum 159 $26.8 CenterPoint Energy 450 $8.6

EOG Resources 183 $23.6 Par Pacific Holdings 474 $7.9

Quanta Services 184 $23.6 KBR 480 S7.7
Halliburton 194 $22.9

Note: Ranking from 1 to 500, with 1 being highest revenue.
Source: 2025 Fortune 500



https://corporate.exxonmobil.com/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wm.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CLailla.Ahmady%40eeo.hctx.net%7C6b0c44c6e99e4b57d5e108db77f8d335%7C0d9bc79c581b4477acf78d70dd3e555a%7C0%7C0%7C638235682797689628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gW9Sfrzr6%2BOqEZDVz2rVT%2F337hTXyzjLtZzl3w1FWek%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.phillips66.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CLailla.Ahmady%40eeo.hctx.net%7C6b0c44c6e99e4b57d5e108db77f8d335%7C0d9bc79c581b4477acf78d70dd3e555a%7C0%7C0%7C638235682797532974%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6I8pmrGAc2NAoZe6DXgNvJvqzNwTHSnmth%2FrIRNm8KE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.group1auto.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CLailla.Ahmady%40eeo.hctx.net%7C6b0c44c6e99e4b57d5e108db77f8d335%7C0d9bc79c581b4477acf78d70dd3e555a%7C0%7C0%7C638235682797689628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ggniG1QpjFETGzAZyiAYRkHmlJQ2%2Fd8b4tRIU80XExo%3D&reserved=0
https://www.corebridgefinancial.com/
https://www.corebridgefinancial.com/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.conocophillips.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CLailla.Ahmady%40eeo.hctx.net%7C6b0c44c6e99e4b57d5e108db77f8d335%7C0d9bc79c581b4477acf78d70dd3e555a%7C0%7C0%7C638235682797532974%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PcJZDnF3akOqEue2ri7MZrSjbA9eFysK4BGrDLbQ6J4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.targaresources.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CLailla.Ahmady%40eeo.hctx.net%7C6b0c44c6e99e4b57d5e108db77f8d335%7C0d9bc79c581b4477acf78d70dd3e555a%7C0%7C0%7C638235682797689628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FDwAKHE4knL%2BC40bdi6HCfezdR3%2FZtv%2BsOXELQbMoiE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.enterpriseproducts.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CLailla.Ahmady%40eeo.hctx.net%7C6b0c44c6e99e4b57d5e108db77f8d335%7C0d9bc79c581b4477acf78d70dd3e555a%7C0%7C0%7C638235682797689628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1Rp%2FLIUJnNyi2TJWofNfLzLZUL1DuYDtp6eA03b%2FnJA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cheniere.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CLailla.Ahmady%40eeo.hctx.net%7C6b0c44c6e99e4b57d5e108db77f8d335%7C0d9bc79c581b4477acf78d70dd3e555a%7C0%7C0%7C638235682797689628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EQSzuee8gqJSinRh%2FmRoUsqIa9K4ZIBDg9kwcIa%2BZNM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.plains.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CLailla.Ahmady%40eeo.hctx.net%7C6b0c44c6e99e4b57d5e108db77f8d335%7C0d9bc79c581b4477acf78d70dd3e555a%7C0%7C0%7C638235682797689628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wKxxbI9fYriu7Arj1%2FreZpD5dP3RTW%2FTDq%2Bll7fy%2Bi4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kindermorgan.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CLailla.Ahmady%40eeo.hctx.net%7C6b0c44c6e99e4b57d5e108db77f8d335%7C0d9bc79c581b4477acf78d70dd3e555a%7C0%7C0%7C638235682797689628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sgU9q%2F4HyD7LORTOw7kLgAcnqnfwASJPRDR5Qu5Hxj4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hpe.com%2Fus%2Fen%2Fhome.html&data=05%7C01%7CLailla.Ahmady%40eeo.hctx.net%7C6b0c44c6e99e4b57d5e108db77f8d335%7C0d9bc79c581b4477acf78d70dd3e555a%7C0%7C0%7C638235682797689628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zg5gBiVqEfpUfeeiYaq7P9gaBg%2Bczuv52%2FC7eTBowqU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westlake.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CLailla.Ahmady%40eeo.hctx.net%7C6b0c44c6e99e4b57d5e108db77f8d335%7C0d9bc79c581b4477acf78d70dd3e555a%7C0%7C0%7C638235682797689628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=muwxt2jflTcgaUwpHMDvzhf51QmeCGKjSZe6DO5xs6g%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrg.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CLailla.Ahmady%40eeo.hctx.net%7C6b0c44c6e99e4b57d5e108db77f8d335%7C0d9bc79c581b4477acf78d70dd3e555a%7C0%7C0%7C638235682797689628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pfnI%2FD5S%2BNg9cDoPIE8STaR5pY%2Futdjp1%2FVetuQ9F1Q%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapacorp.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CLailla.Ahmady%40eeo.hctx.net%7C6b0c44c6e99e4b57d5e108db77f8d335%7C0d9bc79c581b4477acf78d70dd3e555a%7C0%7C0%7C638235682797689628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AXKcmhKxo2ipRPSqvQZO4wFRu3ccRE6j%2F2WPEryB40o%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bakerhughes.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CLailla.Ahmady%40eeo.hctx.net%7C6b0c44c6e99e4b57d5e108db77f8d335%7C0d9bc79c581b4477acf78d70dd3e555a%7C0%7C0%7C638235682797689628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vG7XEYWgTNTutG377wvThPfZIafDcP059JakCWvy6Zw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.nov.com/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.oxy.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CLailla.Ahmady%40eeo.hctx.net%7C6b0c44c6e99e4b57d5e108db77f8d335%7C0d9bc79c581b4477acf78d70dd3e555a%7C0%7C0%7C638235682797689628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5xdlMEGgGIFnAUXvaOr4Gbe20yCcF9epY6oOInyBb8w%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.centerpointenergy.com%2Fen-us%2F&data=05%7C01%7CLailla.Ahmady%40eeo.hctx.net%7C6b0c44c6e99e4b57d5e108db77f8d335%7C0d9bc79c581b4477acf78d70dd3e555a%7C0%7C0%7C638235682797689628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RiEDRUJ7t6uxSbyTyI8o5cehDzEXE9F5KXUivNnrTA4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eogresources.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CLailla.Ahmady%40eeo.hctx.net%7C6b0c44c6e99e4b57d5e108db77f8d335%7C0d9bc79c581b4477acf78d70dd3e555a%7C0%7C0%7C638235682797689628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aPnsHHkC%2BJ1esJBjxIDz7xooL0enTYR9KXcSgVXCXsI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.parpacific.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CLailla.Ahmady%40eeo.hctx.net%7C6b0c44c6e99e4b57d5e108db77f8d335%7C0d9bc79c581b4477acf78d70dd3e555a%7C0%7C0%7C638235682797845962%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=j%2FngfxNiAHkgAf7tWm4TAnJOsLPUhQvnOcNhxqOjJZU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.quantaservices.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CLailla.Ahmady%40eeo.hctx.net%7C6b0c44c6e99e4b57d5e108db77f8d335%7C0d9bc79c581b4477acf78d70dd3e555a%7C0%7C0%7C638235682797689628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BiY90H2EMdcc%2BiPfBXbgtoH1WkBaJpNJVxt0IZ7U%2BgA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.kbr.com/en
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.halliburton.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CLailla.Ahmady%40eeo.hctx.net%7C6b0c44c6e99e4b57d5e108db77f8d335%7C0d9bc79c581b4477acf78d70dd3e555a%7C0%7C0%7C638235682797689628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O08GGtyKWqJW%2FAnqmSvJupRSp3UfehLk7ZYTQTG0CRg%3D&reserved=0
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Largest Harris County Employers

(In order from largest to smallest)

Over 20,000 Employees
Memorial Hermann (Countywide)
UT MD Anderson Cancer Center - Texas Medical Center
Amazon (Countywide)
City of Houston
Houston Methodist (Countywide)

10,000 to 19,999 Employees
Harris County
ExxonMobil (Countywide, incl. HQ, gas stations, refinery)
UTHealth Houston
Chevron Corp. (Countywide)
United Airlines
Walmart (Countywide)
Daikin
CHI St. Luke's Health (Countywide)

*Does not include 2,340 faculty physicians and 2,600 residents and fellows, who are employed by
Baylor College of Medicine or UTHealth Houston.

Sources: Company Annual Reports and Websites, Data Axle Reference Solutions, Direct Request,
Houston Business Journal Book of Lists, LinkedIn, News Sources

5,000 to 9,999 Employees
Harris Health System*
Texas Children's (Countywide)
Baylor College of Medicine

Houston Methodist Hospital - Texas Medical Center

Shell USA Inc.
H-E-B (Countywide)
ExxonMobil (HQ only)
Kroger (Countywide)
Halliburton Co.
ExxonMobil Baytown Refinery
SLB (formerly Schlumberger)
University of Houston
Memorial Hermann Texas Medical Center
Baker Hughes
Staff Force Inc.
CenterPoint Energy
BP North America
Ben Taub Hospital
NOV
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With a total space of 1,777 square miles, Harris County is large enough to fit in the cities of New York, Philadelphia, Boston, Chicago,
Seattle, Austin, and Dallas — with room to spare.

POPULATION
With an estimated 5,009,302 residents in 2024, Harris County is the most populous county in Texas and the third most populous
county in the United States.

If Harris County was a state, it would be the 25™ most populous state, behind Alabama (5,157,699) and ahead of Louisiana
(4,597,740) and Kentucky (4,588,372). If Harris County was a country, it would be the more populous than 68 countries worldwide,
including Panama (4.5 million), Qatar (3.1 million), and Jamaica (2.8 million).
With an 12.4% growth in population from 4,455,994 in 2014 to 5,009,302 in 2024.

FOREIGN-BORN

27.3% of Harris County residents are foreign-born. In comparison, 23.9% of the Houston region population and 13.9% of the U.S.
population is foreign born.

EMPLOYMENT
More than 2.6 million residents are employed in Harris County. If Harris County were a state, it would rank 22nd in total employment
among the U.S. states, with more jobs than South Carolina (2,284,611) and Alabama (2,105,674).

EXPORTS
With $145.5 billion in exported goods in 2023, Metro Houston was the largest exporter in the U.S.

GDP
GDP - #1 in Texas and #3 in the nation

larris County
Rankings

Sources: AREA — U.S. Census Bureau, Harris County; POPULATION — International Monetary Fund, 1980-2030 World Outlook, U.S. Census Bureau, 2024 Population Estimates; FOREIGN-BORN — U.S. Census
Bureau, American Community Survey 1-year Estimates, Selected Characteristics of the Foreign-Born Population; EMPLOYMENT — JobsEQ U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics via Texas Workforce Commission Q4
2021 Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages; EXPORTS - International Trade Administration, 2023 Metropolitan & County Export Series; GDP — U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, 2023 GDP by County




Friendly Business Climate

Harris County is your partner to open, expand, or relocate your business by offering:

v" Nimble land use regulations and business friendly labor rules coupled with competitive
business and permitting compliance costs.

v Arelatively low overall tax burden, with no state and local income tax.

v A 3% lower overall affordability rate than the national average that attracts people and
corporations from around the world.

v A streamlined construction approval process where companies identify sites, gain
construction approval, and build their facilities relatively quickly, minimizing or avoiding the
costly and time-consuming political process found in other regions (New York and Los

Angeles).
v' A competitive edge on the global stage.

Note: KPMG no longer provides the Competitive Alternatives report since 2016. As part of the Competitive Alternatives project, on behalf of KPMG, MMK Consulting developed and maintained this
sophisticated web-based application which allowed users to perform customized analysis of the costs of operating different types of businesses in more than 130 cities around the world.

Source: Index calculations based on research from the Economic Policy Institute, Family Budget Map (as of January 2024); 2023 Sperling's Best Places Cost of Living; Tax Foundation, 2024 Taxes in Texas;
Dallas and Houston: Centers for Economic Development by Scott Beyer, Forbes, 07/26/16; (KP\MG Competitive Alternatives, 2016 edition - most recent)



http://mmkconsulting.com/projects/default.aspx
https://www.bestplaces.net/cost_of_living/county/texas/harris
https://taxfoundation.org/state/texas/
http://mmkconsulting.com/projects/default.aspx
http://mmkconsulting.com/projects/default.aspx
http://mmkconsulting.com/projects/default.aspx
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Cost of Living: County Comparisons

Overall Cost Index in Selected Counties

Area Overall Utilities Housing Food Transportation Health Other Necessities

100.6 101.4

Harris County, Texas

97.2

77.4

123.5

93.6

86.8

79.3

109.2

United States 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana 100.3 66.8 101.3 98.9 87.6 112.6 100.1
Brazoria County, Texas 104.3 77.4 125.2 91.1 105.7 90.5 108.9
Orleans Parish, Louisiana 105.8 66.8 128.1 115.6 75.8 108.9 122.1
Cook County (Chicago), lllinois 107 94.9 157.2 113.6 77.1 79.2 136.4
Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania 109.4 96.4 151.1 114.8 70.2 71.2 133.8
Chambers County, Texas 109.6 77.4 141.7 87.5 107.6 98.2 115.8
Fort Bend County, Texas 112.2 77.4 162 97.8 99.1 90.5 131.4
Maricopa County (Phoenix), Arizona 118.1 98.8 176.4 100 88.4 81.3 140

Fulton County (Atlanta), Georgia 119.1 88.5 179.6 127.3 83.6 92.4 154.6
Miami-Dade County, Florida 121.6 96.8 217.1 118.4 79.5 94.7 170

Hennepin County (Minneapolis), Minnesota 131.9 95.2 155.3 126.2 85.2 74.5 141.4
Bronx County, New York 138.2 151.3 203.1 112.3 42.2 129.9 159.8
Los Angeles County, California 138.3 207.9 237.7 108.1 90.2 77.7 175.9
Kings County (Brooklyn), New York 154 151.3 252.3 124.8 44.8 129.9 191.5
Washington, D.C. 159.7 129.6 182 132 67.5 114.9 158.2
Queens County, New York 160 151.3 270.9 113.1 58.3 129.9 195.6
Richmond County (Staten Island), New York 160.1 151.3 238.9 113.1 87.1 129.9 178.9
Suffolk County (Boston), Massachusetts 161.9 184.6 271.6 125.1 80.9 79.7 201.7
New York County (Manhattan), NY 172 151.3 301.6 166 32.8 129.9 236.9
San Francisco County, California 208.4 207.9 292 143.2 72.6 119.6 221

Source: Index calculations based on research from the Economic Policy Institute, 2025 Family Budget Map (as of January 2025)



https://www.epi.org/resources/budget/budget-map/
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Overall Cost Index

Compared to U.S. Average

Texas (93.8%) -6.2% —
Harris County, Texas (97.2%) -2.8% =

United States (100.0%) 0.0%
Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana (100.3%) I 0.3%
Brazoria County, Texas (104.3%) . 4.3%
Orleans Parish, Louisiana (105.8%) . 5.8%
Cook County (Chicago), lllinois (107.0%) . 7.0%
Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania (109.4%) 9 .4%
Chambers County, Texas (109.6%) E 9.6%
Fort Bend County, Texas (112.2%)  2.2%
Maricopa County (Phoenix), Arizona (118.1%) 1 3.1%
Fulton County (Atlanta), Georgia (119.1%) I 19.1%
Miami-Dade County, Florida (121.6%) I ) 1.6%
Hennepin County (Minneapolis), Minnesota (131.9%) e 31 9%
Bronx County, New York (138.2%) I 38 0%
Los Angeles County, California (138.3%) I 33.3%
Kings County (Brooklyn), New York (154.0%) I 5 /. 0%
Washington, D.C. (159.7%) I 59, 7%
Queens County, New York (160.0%) e 60 .0%
Richmond County (Staten Island), New York (160.1%) I 60.1%
Suffolk County (Boston), Massachusetts (161.9%) e 61 .9%
New York County (Manhattan), NY (172.0%) . 72 0%
San Francisco County, California (208.4%) 108.4%

Source: Index calculations based on research from the Economic Policy Institute, 2025 Family Budget Map (as of January 2025)
-



https://www.epi.org/resources/budget/budget-map/

Taxes Cost Index

Compared to U.S. Average

Table of
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Texas (70.6%)29.4% m—
Harris County, Texas (75.1%) -24.9% =
Brazoria County, Texas (86.4%) -13.6% ==

Chambers County, Texas (95.6%) -4.4% ®
United States (100.0%) 0.0%
Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana (100.3%) 0.3%
Fort Bend County, Texas (100.4%) 0.4%
Orleans Parish, Louisiana (110.0%) mm 10.0%
Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania (117.3%) . 17.3%
Miami-Dade County, Florida (117.5%) — 17.5%
Cook County (Chicago), Illinois (121.9%)  )1.9%
Maricopa County (Phoenix), Arizona (126.5%) — )6.5%
Fulton County (Atlanta), Georgia (145.6%) I 45.6%
Hennepin County (Minneapolis), Minnesota (174.4%) I 74 4%
Los Angeles County, California (178.4%) I /S .4%
Bronx County, New York (190.1%) I 00.1%
Kings County (Brooklyn), New York (228.6%) I 10 8.6%
Suffolk County (Boston), Massachusetts (240.2%) I 140.2%
Washington, D.C. (240.4%) I | 10.4%
Queens County, New York (244.4%) I 1 44.4%
Richmond County (Staten Island), New York (244.7%) e | 44 7%
New York County (Manhattan), NY (271.3%) e | 71.3%
San Francisco County, California (356.8%) 256.8%

Source: Index calculations based on research from the Economic Policy Institute, 2025 Family Budget Map (as of January 2025)
-



https://www.epi.org/resources/budget/budget-map/
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Groceries Cost Index

Compared to U.S. Average

Chambers County, Texas (87.5%) .12 5 =——

Texas (90.5%) -9.5% —
Brazoria County, Texas (91.1%) -8.9% IE——
Harris County, Texas (93.6%) -6.4%
Fort Bend County, Texas (97.8%) -2.2% =
Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana (98.9%) -1.1% m
Maricopa County (Phoenix), Arizona (100.0%) 0.0%
United States (100.0%) 0.0%
Los Angeles County, California (108.1%) —— 3.1%
Bronx County, New York (112.3%) I ]2 .3%
Richmond County (Staten Island), New York (113.1%) e 13.1%
Queens County, New York (113.1%) e 13.1%
Cook County (Chicago), lllinois (113.6%) e 13.6%
Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania (114.8%) EEEE—— 14.8%
Orleans Parish, Louisiana (115.6%) I ]5.6%
Miami-Dade County, Florida (118.4%) I 1 3.4%
Kings County (Brooklyn), New York (124.8%) I 0 4.8%
Suffolk County (Boston), Massachusetts (125.1%) I )5 1%
Hennepin County (Minneapolis), Minnesota (126.2%) I ) 6.20%
Fulton County (Atlanta), Georgia (127.3%) I )/ .3%
Washington, D.C. (132.0%) I 32 .0%
San Francisco County, California (143.2%) e 43.2% 66.0%
New York County (Manhattan), NY (166.0%) |

Source: Index calculations based on research from the Economic Policy Institute, 2025 Family Budget Map (as of January 2025)
-



https://www.epi.org/resources/budget/budget-map/

Transportation Cost Index Contn

Compared to U.S. Average

New York County (Manhattan), NY (32.8%) -67.2%

Bronx County, New York (42.2%) -57.8%
Kings County (Brooklyn), New York (44.8%) -55.2%
Queens County, New York (58.3%) -41.7 %
Washington, D.C. (67.5%) -32.5%
Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania (70.2%) -29.8%
San Francisco County, California (72.6%) -27.4%
Orleans Parish, Louisiana (75.8%) -24.2%
Cook County (Chicago), lllinois (77.1%) -22.9%
Miami-Dade County, Florida (79.5%) -20.5% I
Suffolk County (Boston), Massachusetts (80.9%) -19.1% E—
Fulton County (Atlanta), Georgia (83.6%) -16.4% IE——
Hennepin County (Minneapolis), Minnesota (85.2%) -14.8% EE—
Harris County, Texas (86.8%) -13.2% —
Richmond County (Staten Island), New York (87.1%) -12.9% —
Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana (87.6%) -12.4% ——
Maricopa County (Phoenix), Arizona (88.4%) -11.6% —
Los Angeles County, California (90.2%) -9.8% m——
Fort Bend County, Texas (99.1%) -0.9% 1
United States (100%) 0.0%
Texas (101.4%) B 1.4%
Brazoria County, Texas (105.7%) m— 57%

Chambers County, Texas (107.6%)

I 7.6%

Source: Index calculations based on research from the Economic Policy Institute, 2025 Family Budget Map (as of January 2025)
-



https://www.epi.org/resources/budget/budget-map/

Cost of Doing Business &

State and Local Personal Income Tax
State and Local Corporate Income Tax

Franchise Tax (Varies by Report Year)

Sales & Use Tax
Maximum sales tax composite is 8.25%

Property Tax (2025 rates)
Tax rates are per $100 Certified Taxable Appraised Value
The same tax rates apply to all items
The following items are taxed in the State of Texas
Real Property (includes land and building)
Tangible Personal Property means personal property that can
be seen, weighed, measured, felt, or otherwise perceived by
the senses. See Property Tax Code for definitions.

0% for the State of Texas and all its taxing jurisdictions
0% for the State of Texas and all its taxing jurisdictions

0.75% tax rate (other than retail or wholesale)
0.375% tax rate (retail or wholesale)
0.331 E-Z Computation rate, $20 million total revenue threshold

0% for Harris County
6.25% for the State of Texas
Up to 2% for other entities, as applicable

State of Texas SO
Harris County  $0.38096
Flood Control District ~ $0.04966
Port of Houston ~ $0.00590
Hospital District ~ $0.18761
Total* Property Tax  $0.62413

Tax Climate

Table of
Contents

Harris County has
\ No State or Local Individual Income Tax
\ No State or Local Corporate Income tax

With a deregulated energy market in the
State of Texas, Harris County electricity users
enjoy a selection of retail providers
competing for their business.

*Depending on the property’s location, tax rates from other entities apply. Check the Harris County Appraisal District to find out the entities levying taxes for your property.

Unemployment Insurance

Workers’ Compensation Insurance

Licenses & Permits

Application for Registration to do Business

Doing Business As (DBA)

2.7% general entry rate, charged on first $9,000 in earnings, reassessed after 6 quarters and charged at own experience rate.

Not required for most private employers by the State of Texas. Options include self insurance, state-operated Texas Workers’ Compensation Insurance Fund or licensed

private insurance company.

Varies by industry and regulatory agency. Please visit the State of Texas Portal and/or the Texas Department of Licensing & Regulations.

$750, required to do business in Texas for non-U.S. corporations, LLC, LPs and out-of-state entities. Please visit the Texas Secretary of State for details. Foreign businesses
must also file Benefit Ownership Information within 30 days of Texas Secretary of State Approval. Please visit U.S. Department of Treasury

for details.

$24 (or $22 if veteran with notarized application) + $0.50 for each additional name filed in Harris County (a DBA filing is required if not incorporated or if doing business
under a name other than that in which the business was incorporated). Please visit Harris County Clerk’s Office for details.

Sources: Harris County; Harris Central Appraisal District; Harris County Clerk’s Office; Harris County Tax Assessor-Collector; Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts; Texas Department of Insurance, Workers’ Compensation Insurance Guide); Texas

Department of Licensing & Requlations; Texas Secretary of State; Texas Workforce Commission, Unemployment Insurance Tax Rates , U.S. Department of Treasury, Financial Crimes Enforcement Network

13


https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/TX/htm/TX.11.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/TX/htm/TX.11.htm
https://www.texas.gov/texas-open-data-portal/
https://www.tdlr.texas.gov/
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/corp/foreign_outofstate.shtml
https://www.cclerk.hctx.net/PersonalRecords.aspx#ANInfo
https://hcad.org/property-search/real-property/
https://www.cclerk.hctx.net/PersonalRecords.aspx#ANInfo
https://www.hctax.net/Property/JurisdictionTaxRates
https://www.hctax.net/Property/JurisdictionTaxRates
https://www.hctax.net/Property/JurisdictionTaxRates
https://comptroller.texas.gov/
https://www.tdi.texas.gov/pubs/consumer/cb030.html
https://www.tdlr.texas.gov/
https://www.tdlr.texas.gov/
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/corp/foreign_outofstate.shtml
https://www.twc.texas.gov/programs/unemployment-tax/tax-rates
https://www.fincen.gov/

One Stop Shop — Starting a Business

View the roadmap in

detail here.

| O START A BUSINESS IN HARRIS COUNTY

START p ARCH >
@ Determine the feasibilty
of YOUR business idea

PUT IT ON PAPER

VHAT PROBLEM ARE
YOU TRYING TO SOLV

HAT NEED ARE
GOINGTO FILL?

WHO is your market?
WHO are the customers and suppiers?
o GG WHAT are the coets of start-up for the st 3 years?
~ Datais about your productiservice, WHO vill manage the daily opsrations?

markesing, income & expense projectons. + WHAT ere your Incorma requirements?
* Menagement tsam WHAT capital is needed fa apen & stay in business?

« Financing ‘
Completed business plan is th + WHERE wilthe capial come fiom?
key document for starting = HOW much will | ba invasfing?

« Checkwithlocal EDO's, ora local real estate agent for avaiable properties.

+ Wnat ki of space do you need, does it need be accessible for customers?

. Amlhemanrmwwmmop«nlmurm\mpumlm Start Over

. a simiar businass or a Izl
with more Potential

hmmunxywrb\ﬂmssubemm
firrn, architact,
pemis. Home-besed businesses asn nay requm peris.

INVESTIGATE NAMES

in use in the geographic area and induslry niche
'you will be serving. Pay attention to ather similar
‘sounding names in your markel area. Check the
availablity of an enlity name with the Texas
Secretary of State. If & corporation will fransact
business under names other than Ihat stated in
the Articles of Incorporation, the corporation
must file an Assumed Name Certificate with the
Texas Secretary of State, and with the county
clerk in which the principal office and registered
affios of the corporation are located!

‘The best legal entiy varies for each owner and each business.

It ks wisa fo consult with an attorney, an accountant, andler a business adviser
Consider e type of business you are starting, your business and personal goals,
and your personal inances when making fhis decision.

For any legal siruciure oiher than sale pn-.pnatorsmp register the appropriate
documents with the Texzs Secretary of S|

Review, Modify Your Business Plan
Ithas probably been awhils since you wrole your business plan.

Has anything changed? Taks ime to review and make updates.  GOVERNMENT TO-DO'S

Hioreign business, fle
Beneficial Qwnership
Information report to
the Financlal Crimes
Enforcement Network
atU.S. Departmant of
Treasury within 30

Al businesses must register with the state andfederal | If you are planning to have employees, you
govemment The ntemal Revenue Service provides your | may also need to pay unemplayrient tax
Employer Identfication Number (EIN), while the Texas | and other payrol taxes, Contact
Compiroler provides your sales lax permit. the Texas Workforoe Commission.

days of TX Secretary

of State approval.
Harris County Permits, Approval, Licenses and Regulations

W:;:'«é e Canlact Hanis County Engineering Depariment to salisfy local ficodplain cﬁ

reg " H .

! management, on-site sewage faciltates, driveways, and signs. Inventory

enﬂbokarvanmvw Employees Ribbon

U or yous amplayees, it Cutting

CHECK OUT FREE ‘The Stale of Texas does notrequire a general business license, but you may be required to Marketing OPEN

‘orlow-cost raining have a licans or parmit depending on the typs of service, ar products associated wih your

ofiersd by 880C, business, that require be found at the Texas

SCORE & others. Department of Licensing and Regulation (TDLR).
Piaasa tum over fo a st of Business Resources compled for your convarvence. Ofer resouroas may be avalable i your area of interest | Updaled uly 2025

One Stop Shop/Business Resources - Entrepreneur’s Guide to Starting A Business

I STEP 1: Research your dea. Takk 1o your local chamber of commerce, Houston Office of Business Opportunity (632-393-0600], US Small Business
Administration (Houston Office) (113-773-6500) or your local EDC or EDO. For Harris County Partaes click here or sez belon

I STEP 2: f you detzrmine that your business plan is viabl, then look for a location, Would you qualfy for special incentives? Wil you need to hire a professiondl
architsct or enginesr, submit a st plan to the 20ing office or obtain special permits? For Hanis County permits click here (713-274-3800). For cty pemits, pleas vist
their websites.

I STEP 3: Name your business. Research webstes for cther businesses that may have considering. Check the
aualabilty of your name on the 1U.S. Patent website (00-786-9139) to s f it has besn rademarked. f you pian on Incorporatig, you'l nesd to fie with te Texas
Secretary of State (12-463-5355) to make sure that you name is not clamed aready. For Harris County Assumed Business Names searches, dick on DBA or call
132748600

Il STEP 4 Depencing on what ype of business eniity you form, you may have to regster wih the Texas Secretary of Stale. Some of the more common forms are Sole
Froprietorchip, For Profit Corporation, Corporation, | General Partnesship, i, Limited Liabiity ip an
Limied Liziity Company. Soreign 2n ot of szt enftes 0 heve t e 2n appicaon forregisvtion with e Texas Secretary of State i orer 0 ransact business
in Texas. If approved by andaea youhave Bensficial Ownarship Information (BOI) reportwith the Financial
(Crimes Enforcement Netwerk ot he U 5. Depariment of Tresury, Defrming whether your business f 2 Feporing comparny 2 s v fncen b An Assumed
Name or Daing Business As (DBA) Cartficats with the County Clerk in the county in which the businese is ocated andior wil conduct bueinees must be fied
See Harris County Clerk's Office (713-274-8600) for detail.

I STEP 5: Texas Business Organizafion Code reduirss every business to maintain a regictered agent and offios i Texas. Fie tis information with the Texas Secretary
of Stale.

Il STEP 6: Determine feseral, state, and local tax obligations for your business. Apply for an Employer Identiication Number (EIN) with the IRS (800-829-4933).
Determine cales, use and xcise taxee. Apgly for a Texas cales tax parmit with the Texas Comptroller (800-531-5441 x3-0925). Property taxes are assassed by the
Harris County Appraisal District (713-957-7800) and colsctad by the Harris County Tax Office (713-274-8000). The Texas Workforce Gommission (512-463-2222)
requires ployers to pay an | Insurance taxx More iformation can be found at the TWG website.

I STEP 7: The state of Texas does not require a general business licsnss, but you may b aficense or permit [ or
Froducs associated Withyour usiess. Speciic pofes st reqre stae eve censes can b foundat he Texas Department o Licensing and Regulation
(TDLR) (512-463-6399). Also contact your county and
The list below is intended for your Other ilable in the region.
hE 512463 inesses formed in Texas o outside of Texas)

‘Texas Compirollers Office (B85-334-4112) (State Sales Tax ID and other ussful nformation)

Totos et o Ucassin e Rocdbton 52.453 6598 o B0X.003 5202) ey ecuiemens)
Texes Workforce Comirission (512-463-2222 or 512-377-0558) {workforce information & Employer's D)
Texas Workers' Compeneation & Texas Department of Incurance (300-578-4677 or 512-676-6000)
‘Texas Commission on Eironmental Qualty (512-238-1000 or B00-447-2627) [environmental & permiting)
‘Texas g0 informaton sbout Texas and inks 1o ll State of Texas Dapartments)
Office o the Texas Governor (800-843-5758) - For more information on bust Texas, please visit
L&.&mam(mwmmam) mwmmmmm]

S Sma 3.773.6500)

Intema) Revene Senvice (Businesses 800-828-4933) (Federal Tax D and ciher bax matiers)
US Cenpus Bureau (B00-823-3282)
US Department of Labor. Bureau of Laber Slatn'ncs mummuu or $72-850-4800)

LS Depariment of Lakor O Houston 936-760-3800)
Grester Houston Partnership (743-844-3600)
i [m 536-3255)

‘Economic Aliance-Houston Port Region |

Katy Area Economic Deudnmm(‘,nm (zm 3962200)

Harris County (713-755-5000)

Hm Pubic Inrasiructure Degarbment (713-274-3900) (permits)
Fais County Tax Ofice (713-274-8000)

‘Hiarris Central Appraieal Dishrict

Fiartis County industrial Development Corporation (713-775-8971)
Port of Houston (713-670-2400)

METRO - Metropoftan Transit Authoriy of Haris County (743-635-4000)

CenterPoint Eneray, Housion Meiro Area (713-659-2111 or 800-T52-80%) [OF 0]

‘ouston Office of Business Opoortunity (B32-333-0600)

Fousion Arparts - g, Ty Zhouston.com/

fthe business is operated in a home, check the deed restrict contact ] ol

Ifthe business s located i 2 oy o s urisiction, confact e ciy fo possibe pemnt requirements :

Contact the Hamsmm Fublic Health Department mmmnua food handing

Contact the Harfs yiment of Economic ¢ Economic Development Divisin a 713-274-1400 or EconDev@hartsoountytxqov o scan here:
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View Roadmap

One Stop Shop - Starting A Business here

Research your idea. Talk to your local chamber of commerce, Houston Office of Business Opportunity (832-393-0600), US Small Business Administration (Houston Office) (713-773-6500), or your local
EDC or EDO. For Harris County Partners click here.

Step 2:
If you determine that your business plan is viable, then look for a location. Would you qualify for special incentives? Will you need to hire a professional architect or engineer, submit a site plan to the

zoning office or obtain special permits? For Harris County permits click here (713-274-3900). For city permits, please visit their websites.

Step 3:
Name your business. Research websites and phonebooks for other businesses that may have a similar name to the one you are considering. Check the availability of your name on the U.S. Patent website
(800-786-9199) to see if it has been trademarked. If you plan on incorporating you'll need to file with the Texas Secretary of State (512-463-5555) to make sure that your name is not claimed already. For

Harris County Assumed Business Names searches click on DBA or call 713-274-8600.

Step 4:
Depending on what type of business entity you form, you may have to register with the Texas Secretary of State. Some of the more common forms are Sole Proprietorship, For Profit Corporation,
Professional Corporation, Professional Association, General Partnership, Limited Partnership, Limited Liability Partnership and Limited Liability Company. Foreign and out of state entities also have to file
an application for registration with the Texas Secretary of State in order to transact business in Texas. If approved by the Secretary of State, and are a foreign business, you have 30 days to file a Beneficial
Ownership Information (BOI) report with the Financial Crimes Enforcement Network at the U.S. Department of Treasury. Determine whether your business is a reporting company at
https://www.fincen.gov/boi. An Assumed Name or Doing Business As (DBA) Certificate with the County Clerk in the county in which the business is located and/or will conduct business must be filed.

See Harris County Clerk’s Office (713-274-8600) for details.

Step 5:
Texas Business Organization Code requires every business to maintain a registered agent and office in Texas. File this information with the Texas Secretary of State.

Step 6:
Determine federal, state, and local tax obligations for your business. Apply for an Employer Identification number (EIN) with the IRS (800-829-4933). Determine sales, use and excise taxes. Apply for a

Texas sales tax permit with the Texas Comptroller (800-531-5441 x3-0925). Property taxes are assessed by the Harris County Appraisal District (713-957-7800) and collected by the Harris County Tax
Office (713-274-8000). The Texas Workforce Commission (TWC) (512-463-2222) requires most employers to pay an Unemployment Insurance tax. More information can be found at the TWC website.

Step 7:

The state of Texas does not require a general business license, but you may be required to have a license or permit depending on the type of service, or products associated with your business. Specific
professions that require state-level licenses can be found at the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation (TDLR) (512-463-6599). Also, contact your county and city to determine if there are any

additional requirements.



http://www.houstontx.gov/obo/solutionscenter/
http://www.sba.gov/offices/district/tx/houston
https://hcoed.harriscountytx.gov/MapRoom_edpartners.aspx
http://www.eng.hctx.net/
https://www.houstonpermittingcenter.org/
https://www.houstonpermittingcenter.org/
https://www.uspto.gov/
http://www.sos.state.tx.us/
http://www.cclerk.hctx.net/applications/websearch/AN.aspx
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/
http://www.sos.state.tx.us/
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/starting-a-business
https://www.comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/
http://www.hcad.org/
http://www.hctax.net/
http://www.hctax.net/
http://www.twc.state.tx.us/
https://www.tdlr.texas.gov/
https://hcoed.harriscountytx.gov/docs/BusinessRoadMap/HarrisCounty_Roadmap_HowToStartABusiness_2025.pdf
https://hcoed.harriscountytx.gov/docs/BusinessRoadMap/HarrisCounty_Roadmap_HowToStartABusiness_2025.pdf
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One Stop Shop

The list below is intended for your convenience. Other resources may be available in the region.

[Texas Secretary of State (512-463-5555) (registering businesses formed in Texas or outside of Texas) Harris County
Texas Comptroller’s Office (888-334-4112) (State Sales Tax ID and other useful information)

Harris Engineering Department (713-274-3900) (permits)

Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation (512-463-2222 or 512-377-0559) (licensing requirements)

S . . .
T Texas Workforce Commission (800-628-5115) (workforce information & Employer’s ID) Harris County Fire Marshal (713-274-1700) (permits)
A Texas Worker’s Compensation & Texas Department of Insurance (800-578-4677 or 512-676-6000) Harris County Tax Office (713-274-8000)
T Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (512-239-1000 or 800-447-2827) (environmental & permitting) Harris County Clerk’s Office (713-274-8600)
E Texas.gov (information about Texas and links to all State of Texas Departments
( & ) Harris Central Appraisal District (713-957-7800)
Office of the Texas Governor (800-843-5789)
For more information on business resources in Texas, please visit https://businessintexas.com/ Harris County Industrial Development Corp (713-775-8971)
/"US Export Assistance (800-USA-TRAD (872-8723)) trade counseling and information) Port of Houston (713-670-2400)

F . o i
E US Small Business Administration, Houston District (713-773-6500) METRO — Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County (713-635-4000)

US Patent and Trademark Office (800-786-9199) .
D CenterPoint Energy, Houston Metro Area (713-659-2111 or 800-752-8036)
E < Internal Revenue Services (Businesses 800-829-4933) (Federal Tax ID and other tax matters)
R US Census Bureau (301-763-INFO (4636) or 800-923-8282) Houston Office of Business Opportunity (832-393-0600)

A US Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics (202-691-5200 or 972-850-4800 or TDD 800-877-8339) Houston Airports
L \WUSDepartment of Labor, Occupational Safety and Health Administration, Houston Area (936-760-3800)

If the business is operated in a home, check the deed restrictions and contact
/ Greater Houston Partnership (713-844-3600) T e el

Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership (832-536-3255)

If the Business is located in a city or its jurisdiction, contact the city for possible

Baytown-West Chambers County Economic Development Foundation (281-420-2961) . .
permit requirements.

C-< Economic Alliance-Houston Port Region (281-476-9176)
Holiston Hispanic Chamber of Commerce (713-644-7070) Contact the Harris County Public Health Department (713-439-6000) for a

A business involved in food preparation or handling.
Katy Area Economic Development Council (281-396-2200)

Chambers of Commerce (40+ chambers of commerce in Harris County)

-



http://www.sos.state.tx.us/
https://www.comptroller.texas.gov/
https://www.tdlr.texas.gov/
http://www.twc.state.tx.us/
http://www.tdi.texas.gov/
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/
https://www.texas.gov/
https://gov.texas.gov/
https://businessintexas.com/
https://www.trade.gov/export-solutions
https://www.sba.gov/offices/district/tx/houston
https://www.uspto.gov/
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/starting-a-business
http://www.census.gov/
https://www.bls.gov/
https://www.osha.gov/alliances/regional/region-6/houston-north-area-office-and-houston-south-area-office
https://www.houston.org/
http://www.bayareahouston.com/
http://baytownedf.org/
http://baytownedf.org/
http://baytownedf.org/
http://www.allianceportregion.com/
http://www.allianceportregion.com/
http://www.allianceportregion.com/
https://www.houstonhispanicchamber.com/
http://www.katyedc.org/home.aspx
https://www.harriscountytx.gov/
http://www.eng.hctx.net/
https://www.hcfmo.net/
http://www.hctax.net/
http://www.cclerk.hctx.net/
http://www.hcad.org/
https://www.harriscountyidc.com/harris-county-industrial-development-corporation-tx/i6988
https://porthouston.com/
https://www.ridemetro.org/
http://www.centerpointenergy.com/en-us/business?sa=ho
http://www.houstontx.gov/obo/solutionscenter/
https://www.fly2houston.com/
http://publichealth.harriscountytx.gov/

Chambers of Commerce

The list below is intended for your convenience. Other resources may be available in the region.

Contents
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Acres Home Chamber of Commerce

Asian Chamber of Commerce

Australian American Chamber of Commerce
Baytown Chamber of Commerce

Bilateral US Arab Chamber of Commerce
Brazil-Texas Chamber of Commerce
Caribbean Chamber of Commerce

Christian Business Fellowship Association
Clear Lake Area Chamber of Commerce
Crosby-Huffman Chamber of Commerce
Cy-Fair Houston Chamber of Commerce
Deer Park Chamber of Commerce

East End Chamber of Commerce

French American Chamber of Commerce
German American Chambers of Commerce of the Southern US

Ghana-Houston Chamber of Commerce

Greater Heights Area Chamber of Commerce
Greater Houston Black Chamber of Commerce
Greater Houston Partnership

Greater Houston Women’s Chamber of Commerce
Greater Tomball Area Chamber of Commerce
Houston Intercontinental Chamber of Commerce

Houston Northwest Chamber of Commerce

Houston West Chamber of Commerce

Indo American Chamber of Commerce

Italy-America Chamber of Commerce Texas

Japanese Business Association of Houston

Katy Area Chamber of Commerce

La Porte-Bayshore Chamber of Commerce

Lake Houston Area Chamber of Commerce
League City Regional Chamber of Commerce
North Channel Area Chamber of Commerce

Norwegian American Chamber of Commerce

Pasadena Chamber of Commerce

Pearland Chamber of Commerce

South Belt Ellington Chamber of Commerce

South Houston Chamber of Commerce

Swedish American Chamber of Commerce

Texas Argentina Chamber of Commerce

Tri-County Regional Black Chamber of Commerce

US-Mexico Chamber of Commerce

Waller Area Chamber of Commerce

World Chamber of Commerce



https://acreshomechamber.com/about-us/
http://www.asianchamber-hou.org/
http://aacc-houston.org/
http://www.baytownchamber.com/
http://bilateralchamber.org/
https://www.braziltexas.org/
https://www.braziltexas.org/
https://www.braziltexas.org/
https://texascaribbeanchamber.org/
https://www.thecbfa.com/
http://www.clearlakearea.com/
http://crosbyhuffmancc.org/
http://crosbyhuffmancc.org/
http://crosbyhuffmancc.org/
http://cyfairchamber.com/
http://cyfairchamber.com/
http://cyfairchamber.com/
http://www.deerparkchamber.org/
https://www.eecoc.org/
http://facchouston.org/
http://www.gaccsouth.com/en/
http://www.ghanahoustonchamber.org/
http://www.ghanahoustonchamber.org/
http://www.ghanahoustonchamber.org/
https://heightschamber.org/
http://ghbcc.com/
https://houston.org/
http://www.ghwcc.org/
http://www.tomballchamber.org/
http://www.houstonicc.org/
http://www.houstonnwchamber.org/
https://www.hwcoc.org/
http://www.iaccgh.com/
http://www.iacctexas.com/
http://www.iacctexas.com/
http://www.iacctexas.com/
http://www.jbahouston.org/
https://www.katychamber.com/
http://www.laportechamber.org/
http://www.laportechamber.org/
http://www.laportechamber.org/
http://www.lakehouston.org/
https://www.leaguecitychamber.com/
http://www.northchannelarea.com/
http://www.nacchouston.org/
http://www.pasadenachamber.org/
https://www.pearlandchamber.org/
http://southbeltchamber.com/
http://www.southhoustonchamber.org/
https://sacctx.com/
https://argentinatexas.org/
http://tcbcc.org/
http://tcbcc.org/
http://tcbcc.org/
https://www.usmcocgc.org/
https://www.usmcocgc.org/
https://www.usmcocgc.org/
http://www.wallerchamber.com/
https://worldchamberc.org/

Cities o

Harris County is home to 34 cities, including the City of Houston, the County seat.

Baytown Missouri City
Bellaire Morgan’s Point
Bunker Hill Nassau Bay
Deer Park Pasadena

El Lago Pearland
Friendswood Piney Point
Galena Park Seabrook
Hedwig Village Shoreacres

Hilshire Village

South Houston

Houston Southside Place
Humble Spring Valley

Hunters Creek Stafford

Jacinto City Taylor Lake Village
Jersey Village Tomball

Katy Waller

La Porte Webster

League City West University Place



http://www.baytown.org/
http://www.bellairetx.gov/
http://www.bunkerhilltx.gov/
http://www.ci.deer-park.tx.us/
https://ellago-tx.gov/
http://www.ci.friendswood.tx.us/
http://www.cityofgalenapark-tx.gov/
http://www.thecityofhedwigvillage.com/
http://www.hilshirevillagetexas.com/
http://www.houstontx.gov/
http://www.cityofhumble.com/
http://cityofhunterscreek.com/
http://www.jacintocity-tx.gov/
https://www.jerseyvillage.gov/
http://cityofkaty.com/
http://www.ci.la-porte.tx.us/
http://www.leaguecity.com/
http://www.missouricitytx.gov/
http://morganspoint-tx.com/
http://www.nassaubay.com/
http://www.ci.pasadena.tx.us/
https://www.pearlandtx.gov/
http://www.cityofpineypoint.com/
http://www.seabrooktx.gov/
http://www.cityofshoreacres.us/
http://www.southhoustontx.gov/
http://www.ci.southside-place.tx.us/
http://www.springvalleytx.com/
http://www.staffordtx.gov/
http://www.taylorlakevillage.us/
http://www.ci.tomball.tx.us/
http://www.wallertexas.com/
http://www.cityofwebster.com/
http://westutx.gov/
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Top Industries and Emerging Trends

Harris County is home to:

* Major manufacturing with 5,180 manufacturing facilities and nearly 177,500 workers.

* The Texas Medical Center — the world’s largest medical complex and the 8t largest Business District in the U.S., where 60+
institutions provide clinical health, cutting-edge research, and education.

* The Johnson Space Center — NASA’s mission control center and an aerospace hub and transfer site for NASA-developed
technology.

* The Energy Capital of the Future, leading in both traditional and clean forms of energy technology and innovation.
* Anemerging center in Venture Capital Investment, with more than $1.6 billion raised in 2023 in Metro Houston.

* Astar hub for the development of an artificial intelligence (an estimated $6B global Al) in the industry ecosystem, balancing
research and enterprise growth and driving energy efficiency and sustainability.

Sources: Brookings Institute, 2025 Mapping the Al Economy; Greater Houston Partnership, Houston Energy Capital; Greater Houston Partnership, 2022 Venture Capital Report; Texas
Medical Center, 2025 About (as of 9/16/25); NASA Johnson Space Center; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Annual Average 2024 from the Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages;
Houston Innovation Map



https://www.brookings.edu/articles/mapping-the-ai-economy-which-regions-are-ready-for-the-next-technology-leap/
https://www.houston.org/why-houston/industries/energy/
https://www.houston.org/sites/default/files/2023-11/2023%20VC%20Funding%20Report.pdf
https://www.tmc.edu/about-tmc/
https://www.tmc.edu/about-tmc/
https://www.nasa.gov/centers/johnson/home/index.html
https://houston.innovationmap.com/
http://www.tmc.edu/
https://www.nasa.gov/centers/johnson/home/index.html
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Industry Sectors, Harris County

® 13.1% Health Care and Social Assistance

m 8.9% Professional, Technical Services

8.4% Retail Trade
7.9% Construction
7.8% Educational Services
m 7.8% Administrative and Waste Management
® 6.9% Manufacturing
m 6.1% Transportation and Warehousing
m 5.2% Wholesale Trade
® 2.4% Mining, Quarrying, and Oil and Gas Extraction
m 1.3% Management of Companies and Enterprises

m 15.3% Other Industry Sectors

Sources: JobsEQ 2024Q4 Industry Snapshot

1.3%

8.8% Accommodation and Food Services 2.4%

N

The Health Care and Social Assistance

industry sector employs the highest

number of people at 346,062. The highest
concentration of interrelated industry
sectors in Harris County comprises the
Coal/0il/Power industry supercluster, at

over 4 times the national average,
employing workers with an
average wage of $226,045. Such high
concentration signals a regional

competitive advantage over the U.S. and

other areas.

Contents



Selected Industry Sectors” Annual =
Growth

10-YEAR GROWTH HISTORY 10-YEAR FORECAST
2014 to 2024 2024 to 2024
3.7%
2.6%
2.3%
2.2% 1.0% 1.1%
Health Care and Social Arts, Entertainment, and  Transportation and Professional, Scientific, Health Care and Social Utilites

Assistance Recreation Warehousing and Technical Services Assistance

Sources: JobsEQ 2024Q4 Industry Snapshot



Top Industries )

Aerospace and
Aviation

Advanced Manufacturing and
Technology

An aerospace hub and

transfer site for NASA

Large concentration of industrial space...
with room to grow

v'5,180 manufacturers who employ nearly v'The Johnson Space Center — a $1.5 billion
177,500 skilled workers. complex housing one of NASA’s largest R&D

facilities and a source of the nation’s best
high-tech professionals in science and
engineering.

v'451 data centers providing companies with
access to high quality data storage and

management.
v'Nearly 250 companies involved in aircraft or

space vehicle manufacturing, air
transportation, cutting-edge space research,
and technology.

1For Metro Houston. All other statistics on this slide are for Harris County, TX.
Sources: NASA Johnson Space Center; Greater Houston Partnership, Digital Technology; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Average Annual 2022 (aerospace) and 2024
(manufacturing) Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages



https://www.nasa.gov/centers/johnson/home/index.html
https://www.nasa.gov/johnson/about-johnson/
https://www.houston.org/why-houston/industries/digital-technology

Top Industries

Distribution and
Logistics

A hub of major logistics network for the U.S.
Equidistant from the East and West Coasts

v'The gateway for trade to Mexico, Canada and
the enormous expanding markets of Latin
America.

v'A strategic location — equidistant from both
the U.S. East and West coasts — makes the
region a transportation hub to the U.S.
heartland.

v'Geographic advantages coupled with overall
low cost of living and proximity to major
population centers throughout the U.S.
Midwest makes it the ideal place to set up
manufacturing and logistics facilities with
fewer supply chain costs.

v'Houston Ship Channel recently maintained its
ranking as the #1 waterway in the nation for
2025.

Biotechnology and Life
Sciences

The birthplace of nanotechnology
More than 5,000 tech related establishments

v'69 cutting edge hospitals and numerous clinics along
with some of the world’s top research institutions
thrive in Harris County. Houston Methodist ranks
among the top 25 hospitals nationwide.

v'10,000 workers are employed in the manufacturing of
computer, peripheral and communications equipment,
semiconductors and electronic components.

v'Over 36,700 workers are employed in IT and tech
services

v'Texas Medical Center (the world’s largest medical
center) houses 60+ institutions involved in cutting
edge medical care, medical and biotechnology
research, and development.

v'More than 62,900 total tech workers.

Table of
Contents

Energy

Home to virtually every segment of the

oil and gas industry

v'Harris County — home to the Energy Capital of
the World — is the U.S. energy headquarters
and a leading world center for virtually every
segment of the oil and gas industry including
exploration, production, transmission,
marketing, supply and technology.

v'Harris County — home to the largest
petrochemical complex in the U.S. (second
largest in the world).

v'A growing non-hydrocarbon-based fuels sector
in large part due to the critical mass of energy
talent produced by decades of research and
innovation.

Sources: Greater Houston Partnership, Enerqgy Capital (as of 1/30/24); Port Houston 2024 Statistics, Press Release 5/5/25; Texas Medical Center, 2025 About; Texas Department of State Health Services,
2023 Facility Count (as of 9/23/25); U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2024 Annual Average from Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (using tech industry workforce classification by NAICS defined by
CompTIA, 2024 State of the Tech Workforce see page 146); U.S. News & World Report, 2025-2026 Hospital Rankings (as of 9/17/25)



https://www.expandthehoustonshipchannel.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Port-Houston-Commission-Meeting-Press-Release-April-2025-FINAL.pdf
https://www.expandthehoustonshipchannel.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Port-Houston-Commission-Meeting-Press-Release-April-2025-FINAL.pdf
https://www.expandthehoustonshipchannel.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Port-Houston-Commission-Meeting-Press-Release-April-2025-FINAL.pdf
https://healthdata.dshs.texas.gov/dashboard/hospitals/texas-hospital-data
https://healthdata.dshs.texas.gov/dashboard/hospitals/texas-hospital-data
https://healthdata.dshs.texas.gov/dashboard/hospitals/texas-hospital-data
https://healthdata.dshs.texas.gov/dashboard/hospitals/texas-hospital-data
https://healthdata.dshs.texas.gov/dashboard/hospitals/texas-hospital-data
https://healthdata.dshs.texas.gov/dashboard/hospitals/texas-hospital-data
https://healthdata.dshs.texas.gov/dashboard/hospitals/texas-hospital-data
https://healthdata.dshs.texas.gov/dashboard/hospitals/texas-hospital-data
https://health.usnews.com/health-care/best-hospitals/articles/best-hospitals-honor-roll-and-overview
https://health.usnews.com/health-care/best-hospitals/articles/best-hospitals-honor-roll-and-overview
https://health.usnews.com/health-care/best-hospitals/articles/best-hospitals-honor-roll-and-overview
https://health.usnews.com/health-care/best-hospitals/articles/best-hospitals-honor-roll-and-overview
https://health.usnews.com/health-care/best-hospitals/articles/best-hospitals-honor-roll-and-overview
https://www.houston.org/sites/default/files/2024-02/01.30.24%20GHP%20HETI%20Industry%20v1%20spreads.pdf
https://www.houston.org/sites/default/files/2024-02/01.30.24%20GHP%20HETI%20Industry%20v1%20spreads.pdf
https://www.houston.org/sites/default/files/2024-02/01.30.24%20GHP%20HETI%20Industry%20v1%20spreads.pdf
https://www.houston.org/sites/default/files/2024-02/01.30.24%20GHP%20HETI%20Industry%20v1%20spreads.pdf
https://www.houston.org/sites/default/files/2024-02/01.30.24%20GHP%20HETI%20Industry%20v1%20spreads.pdf
https://www.expandthehoustonshipchannel.com/project-overview/
https://www.expandthehoustonshipchannel.com/project-overview/
https://www.expandthehoustonshipchannel.com/project-overview/
https://www.expandthehoustonshipchannel.com/project-overview/
https://www.expandthehoustonshipchannel.com/project-overview/
https://www.expandthehoustonshipchannel.com/project-overview/
https://www.expandthehoustonshipchannel.com/project-overview/
https://www.expandthehoustonshipchannel.com/project-overview/
https://www.expandthehoustonshipchannel.com/project-overview/
https://www.houston.org/sites/default/files/2024-02/01.30.24%20GHP%20HETI%20Industry%20v1%20spreads.pdf
https://www.expandthehoustonshipchannel.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Port-Houston-Commission-Meeting-Press-Release-April-2025-FINAL.pdf
https://www.tmc.edu/about-tmc/
https://healthdata.dshs.texas.gov/dashboard/hospitals/texas-hospital-data
https://healthdata.dshs.texas.gov/dashboard/hospitals/texas-hospital-data
https://www.cyberstates.org/pdf/CompTIA_Cyberstates_2022.pdf
https://health.usnews.com/health-care/best-hospitals/articles/best-hospitals-honor-roll-and-overview
https://health.usnews.com/health-care/best-hospitals/articles/best-hospitals-honor-roll-and-overview
https://health.usnews.com/health-care/best-hospitals/articles/best-hospitals-honor-roll-and-overview

Strategic Advantages (et

ation... Education and Workforce..Transportation.. Medicine
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Harris County is..

» The most diverse and the 3™ most populous in the U.S., where residents and businesses thrive and expand by benefiting from:

v" An overall cost of living that is 3% below the national average. 65% less than in Suffolk County (Boston), and 75% less than in New York County
(Manhattan).

v Health costs 21% less than the national average, 36% less than Washington D.C., and 40% less than San Francisco County.

»Where global networks, connecting Harris County and the Gulf of Mexico to the interior of the U.S. and the world, are powered by:
v' 1 Sea Port — ranked 1%t in the U.S. in foreign waterborne tonnage and 2" in the U.S. in total foreign cargo value
v' 2 major airports with 190+ non-stop destinations
v' 1 spaceport (10" licensed in the nation)

v" A world-class highway system including 1-610 Loop, I-10, |-45, SH 288, SH 6, SH 225, SH 146, US 59/1-69, US 290, Beltway 8, Fort Bend Tollway, Grand
Parkway 99, Hardy Tollway, and the Westpark Tollway, and

v' 2 major railroad companies directly servicing Harris County — Union Pacific (UP), Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) — and a 3™ major railroad,
Canada Pacific Kansas City (CPKC) Railroad Company, serving Harris County in partnership with other railroad companies, see CPKC Network Map.

»Where the Port of Houston ranked as the largest Gulf Coast container port, handling 97% market share in containers by total TEUs.

» A world-class science and innovation hub, is at the forefront of research and treatment of cancer and heart disease, where the Texas Medical Center (the
world’s largest medical complex) occupies 1,345 acres and has $3 billion in construction projects underway.

Source: Economic Policy Institute, 2025 Family Budget Map; Google Maps, Harris County Highway System; Houston Airport System Bush IAH & Hobby HOU Destinations; Port Houston, 2024 Statistics; Texas
Department of Transportation, 2025 Statewide Railroad Map; Texas Medical Center, About (as of 9/16/25)



http://porthouston.com/
http://www.fly2houston.com/
https://fly2houston.com/spaceport/
https://www.up.com/index.htm
http://www.bnsf.org/
https://www.kcsouthern.com/en-us/work-with-us/partners/network-map
http://porthouston.com/
http://www.tmc.edu/
https://www.epi.org/resources/budget/budget-map/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Harris+County,+TX/@29.8339724,-95.4346286,10z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8640cc8afd7f30f5:0x2eaf5277b2bbd2da!8m2!3d29.7751825!4d-95.3102505
https://www.fly2houston.com/iah/destinations
https://www.fly2houston.com/hou/destinations
https://porthouston.com/about/our-port/statistics/
https://www.txdot.gov/content/dam/docs/division/rrd/2025-dept-railroad-map.pdf
https://www.txdot.gov/content/dam/docs/division/rrd/2025-dept-railroad-map.pdf
https://www.tmc.edu/about-tmc/

Demographics

Population Highlights

Population Estimate | 5,009,302

Table of
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Age
Persons under 18 years 25.6%
Persons 65 years and older 12.1%
Median Age 34.8

Race |
White alone 33.8%
Two or more races 22.9%
Black or African American 19.4%
Some other race 15.1%
Asian 7.5%
American Indian & Alaska Native 1.2%
Native Hawaiian & Other Pacific Islander 0.1%

Foreign Born

Educational Attainment
High School Graduate or Higher (Age 25 years+)

Hispanic/Latino (White) 44.1%
White (Non-Hispanic/Latino) 29.9%
Other (Non-Hispanic/Latino) 26.0%

83.2%

Bachelor's Degree or Higher (Age 25 years+)
No. of Households
Median Household Income

Per Capita Personal Income
Total Personal Income

34.2%
1,791,013
$72,336
$73,862

$357,130,669

— 3rd largest County in the U.S. — larger than 25
U.S. states and 67 countries.

— If Harris County was a state, it would be the
25th most populous state, behind Alabama (5.1
million) and ahead of Louisiana (4.6 million)
and of Kentucky (4.5 million).

— Well educated where over 83% of its residents
have a high school diploma or higher.

— A young and vibrant population where 25.6%
are under the age of 18 —a much higher share
of the total county population compared to the
U.S/s 21.7%

— Diverse where more than 1 in 4 residents is
foreign-born.

Sources: International Monetary Fund, 1980-2030 World Outlook; U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, 2023 Personal Income; U.S. Census Bureau, 2024 Population Estimates, 2023 American Community Survey, 1-Year

Estimates
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Age Distribution Conen
A young and vibrant population where 25.6% of Harris County’s total population
is under the age of 18 — a much higher share than Texas and the U.S.

Harris County, 2023 Texas, 2023 uU.S., 2023

b b
W

m under 18 m18to 64 65+

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, 2023 American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates, Age and Sex




Race

Table of
Contents

A very diverse population enhances Harris County’s cultural tapestry, providing varied
perspectives and innovation opportunities.

Harris County, 2023

0,
0'“’42%

9
@

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, 2023 American Community Survey, 1-Year Estimates

Texas, 2023

=

U.S., 2023

0.1% 0.9%

m White
®m Two or More Races
Black or African American
m Some Other Race
® Asian
® American Indian and Alaska Native
m Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander
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A very diverse population enhancing Harris County’s cultural tapestry, providing varied
perspectives, and innovation opportunities.

Harris County, 2023 Texas, 2023 uU.S., 2023

m Hispanic or Latino (of any race)

m Other (Non-Hispanic or Latino)

White alone (Non-Hispanic or Latino)
Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, 2023 American Community Survey, 1-Year Estimates
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Diversity

80+ nations have consular representation in 111 languages spoken in Harris County.
Harris County offering services to both visitors _ _ _ _
and residents. More than 1 in 4 Harris County residents is

foreign-born.
2nd largest Hispanic population of all U.S.

Counties. Harris County has ranked among the A dozen of Harris County’s largest companies
top 5 counties for Hispanic population since are also ranked as America’s Best Employers for
1990. Diversity in 2024 by Forbes, including H-E-B,

Hewlett Packard Enterprise, and Houston
Virtually unlimited entertainment choices in arts, Methodist.

culture, food, leisure, sports, and more ....

Sources: Forbes, 2024 America’s Best Employers for Diversity; Greater Houston Partnership, International Investment and Trade Consular Offices; Pew Research Center, 1980-2020 Hispanic
Population by County; U.S. Census Bureau, 2013 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, Detailed Languages Spoken at Home and Ability to Speak English for the Population 5 Years and
Over, 2023 American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates, Selected Social Characteristics of Foreign-Born Population



https://www.forbes.com/sites/rachelpeachman/2024/04/23/meet-americas-best-employers-for-diversity-2024/?sh=1b715a6f1ea1
https://www.pewresearch.org/hispanic/interactives/hispanic-population-by-county/
https://www.pewresearch.org/hispanic/interactives/hispanic-population-by-county/
https://www.pewresearch.org/hispanic/interactives/hispanic-population-by-county/
https://www.pewresearch.org/hispanic/interactives/hispanic-population-by-county/

Education & Workforce

Harris County’s Education and Labor Force Assets:

» A population of over 5 million and a civilian labor force of over 2.64 million
people

»Nearly 83% of persons over the age of 25 have a high school diploma or higher
»Over 34% of persons over the age of 25 have a bachelor's degree or higher

»39.6% of total bachelor’s degrees earned are in the fields of Science and
Engineering — a higher concentration than 36.1% for the U.S. and 36.4% for
Texas.

»Home to 61,121 engineers and architects in Metro Houston

Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics via Texas Workforce Commission 2023 Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages; U.S. Census Bureau, 2023 American Community Survey, Educational
Attainment; U.S. Census Bureau, JobsEQ 2024Q4 Industry Snapshot



Education: Bachelor’s Degrees —

A vibrant and educated population where 39.6% of total bachelor's degrees earned are in the
fields of Science and Engineering - a higher concentration than the U.S. and Texas

Harris County, 2023 Texas, 2023 U.S., 2023

9.6%

m Science and Engineering

m Science and Engineering Related Fields
Business
Education

Arts, Humanities and Others
Note: For population age 25 years and over

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, 2023 American Community Survey, 1-Year Estimates, Field of Bachelor’s Degree for First Major
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Educational Attainment

Harris County, 2023 Texas, 2023 U.S., 2023

19 4.6%
9.6% 5 50 7.1% 6.6% °  5.6%

- 8.1%
. 7.7% 0
86.3%
13.5% 12.6%
. (]
m Less than 9th grade m 9th to 12th grade, no diploma
High school graduate (includes equivalency) Some college, no degree

m Associate's degree Bachelor's degree
m Graduate or professional degree m High school graduate or higher

m Bachelor's degree or higher

Note: For population age 25 years and over
Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, 2023 American Community Survey, 1-Year Estimates, Educational Attainment




25 K-12 EDUCATION

Universities, Colleges & Independent | p—
. . — Alief ISD

School Districts | contents] Alef 15D

Clear Creek ISD

Channelview ISD
14 UNIVERSITIES 4 COMMUNITY COLLEGES _Crospy ISD
Cypress-Fairbanks ISD

Baylor College of Medicine Houston City College System Dayton 150
Chamberlain Uni it Deer Park ISD
amberlain University o
Lee College District Galena Park ISD
Houston Christian University Goose Creek ISD
Rice University Lone Star College System District Houston ISD
Huffman ISD
South Texas College of Law San Jacinto College District Humble ISD
Texas Southern University Katy ISD
Texas Woman'’s University — Houston Klein ISD
La Porte ISD
University of Houston New Caney ISD
University of Houston - Clear Lake Pasadena ISD
: : Pearland ISD
University of Houston — Downtown Sheldon ISD
University of Houston — Katy Spring ISD
University of St. Thomas Spring Branch ISD
Uni ity of T Health Sci Cent Stafford MISD
niversity of Texas Hea cience Center Tomball ISD
University of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center Waller ISD

Sources: Harris County Department of Education; JobsEQ, 2024
-



https://www.bcm.edu/
https://www.chamberlain.edu/nursing-school/texas/houston
https://www.hbu.edu/
http://www.rice.edu/
http://www.stcl.edu/
http://www.tsu.edu/
http://www.twu.edu/
http://www.twu.edu/
http://www.twu.edu/
http://www.uh.edu/
https://www.uhcl.edu/
https://www.uhcl.edu/
https://www.uhcl.edu/
https://www.uhd.edu/Pages/home.aspx
https://www.uhd.edu/Pages/home.aspx
https://www.uhd.edu/Pages/home.aspx
https://www.uh.edu/katy/index.php
https://www.uh.edu/katy/index.php
https://www.uh.edu/katy/index.php
https://www.stthom.edu/
https://www.uth.edu/
https://www.mdanderson.org/
http://www.hccs.edu/
http://www.lee.edu/
http://www.lonestar.edu/
http://www.sanjac.edu/
https://www.aldineisd.org/
http://www.aliefisd.net/
http://www.cvisd.org/
http://www.cvisd.org/
http://www.ccisd.net/
http://www.crosbyisd.org/
http://www.cfisd.net/
http://www.cfisd.net/
http://www.cfisd.net/
http://www.daytonisd.net/
https://www.dpisd.org/
http://www.galenaparkisd.com/
http://www.gccisd.net/
http://www.houstonisd.org/
http://www.huffmanisd.net/
http://www.humble.k12.tx.us/
http://www.katyisd.org/
http://www.kleinisd.net/
http://www.lpisd.org/
http://www.newcaneyisd.org/
http://www.pasadenaisd.org/
http://www.pearlandisd.org/
http://www.sheldonisd.com/
https://www.springisd.org/
http://www.springbranchisd.com/
http://www.staffordmsd.org/
http://www.tomballisd.net/
https://www.wallerisd.net/

Training & Educational Partners =

Harris County has the resources to educate and train current and future employees for your business.

Click the below tiles for additional information.

Lone Star College Lee College Houston City College Centers
Samaﬁis Sﬂllﬁﬁi McNair Center of Excellence
Lone Star College Lee College Houston City College
W Center for Workforce and Roustabout Drilling
Community Development Technician Traininﬁ Center
Lone Star College
Westway Park

San Jacinto College
LyondellBasell Center For

— T T4 0L —

Petrochemical, Energy, &
Technology Greater Houston Partnership
— Upskill Houston

Texas Workforce Commission
— Skills Development Fund

Among other workforce development entities operating in Harris County.



http://www.lonestar.edu/corporatecollege/
http://www.lee.edu/workforce/
http://www.twc.state.tx.us/partners/skills-development-fund
https://www.hccs.edu/continuing-education/ce-programs/roustabout-drilling-technician-rigone/
http://www.upskillhouston.org/
https://www.lonestar.edu/lsc-process-technology-center.htm
https://www.lonestar.edu/westway-center.htm
https://www.sanjac.edu/information-for/business-partners/cpet/
https://www.lee.edu/learning/locations/mcnair/
https://www.hccs.edu/centers/

Transportation System T

Harris County’s

Transportation System
By the Numbers

Transportation Advantages

Total Area (square miles) 1,777
Daily Vehicle Miles 69,420,211 * Harris County’s transportation costs are (see ):
Lane Miles 5,660 v 5 | h : | | d
Vehicles Registered 3,488,097 3.4% less than in Los Angeles County (Los Angeles and Long
METRO No. of Clean-running diesel-electric 200+ Beach), California — the most populous county in the U.S.
hybrid buses . . . : :
METRO Bus Routes 30+ e Auspicious geographic location as the gateway to Latin American
Major Airports 2 markets
Spaceport 1 . : :
Passenger Airlines 29 e A world-class highway system including 1-610 Loop, I-10, I-45, SH
Passengers 57,700,000+ 288, SH 6, SH 225, SH 146, US 59/1-69, US 290, US 90, Beltway 8
Non-stop Destinations 190+ (AKA Sam Houston Tollway), Fort Bend Tollway, Grand Parkway 99,
Regional Airports (public use) 10 Hardv Toll d the West k Toll
Other Airports (private use) 10 = flony Letlhidey, el = el HollhieEhy
Heliports 114
Ports (Sea Port) 1
Industrial Terminals (Public & Private) 200+ 1Canadian Pacific Kansas City (CPKC) Railroad Company, in partnerships with Union Pacific and other railroad companies, indirectly
—_— 8300 serves Harris County. See CPKC Network Mapfor details.
! Sources: Economic Policy Institute, 2025 Family Budget Map (as of January 2025); Google Maps, Harris County Highway System;
Major Railway Companies* (class-1 railroads) 3 Houston Airport System, 2024 Annual Report; Port Houston 2023 Statistics; Houston-Galveston Area Council, Airport Inventory;

TollFreeAirline.com, Harris County Public and Private Airports; Texas Department of Transportation, 2021 Houston District Statistics (as
of 2024); METRO, 2025 Climate Action Plan



https://www.kcsouthern.com/en-us/work-with-us/partners/network-map
https://www.kcsouthern.com/en-us/work-with-us/partners/network-map
https://www.epi.org/resources/budget/budget-map/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Harris+County,+TX/@29.8342725,-95.714813,10z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8640cc8afd7f30f5:0x2eaf5277b2bbd2da!8m2!3d29.7751825!4d-95.3102505
https://www.fly2houston.com/newsroom/media-kit/annual-report
https://www.h-gac.com/regional-aviation-system-plan/houston-galveston-airport-inventory
https://www.h-gac.com/regional-aviation-system-plan/houston-galveston-airport-inventory
https://www.h-gac.com/regional-aviation-system-plan/houston-galveston-airport-inventory
http://www.tollfreeairline.com/texas/harris.htm
https://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/division/finance/discos.html?dist=HOU
https://www.ridemetro.org/about/who-we-are/sustainability

Transportation System: 1

Top 10 Containerized Top 10 Containerized
P Or t H ous tO N an d th e TRADING COUNTRY PARTNERS TRADING COUNTRY PARTNERS
. (EXPORTS, 2024) (IMPORTS, 2024)
Houston Shlp Channel China (PRC) 11.2% China (PRC) 34.5%
: o :
Top 5 Containerized Top 5 Containerized Bzl 9.9% I 8.1%
COMMODITIES COMMODITIES Belgium 6.4% India 6.3%
(EXPORTS, 2024) (IMPORTS, 2024) India 4.6% Germany 4.7%
Electronics UAE 3.3% Brazil 4.1%
Clnemiieels & kalineels Retail Consumer Goods Turkey 3.1% ltaly 3.4%
Automotive Spai 2.5% : 0
Hardware & Construction S ° Uizl &ne ol
Material Singapore 2.5% Belgium 2.2%
Apparel & Accessories )
Furniture Vietnam 2.3% Spain 2.1%
Others 50.9% 9
Food & Drink o od & Drink 0 Others 27.1%
Total 100.0% Total 100.0%

Sources: Port Houston, 2024 Containerized Trading by Country, 2024 Container Volume by Commodity




ransportation System:
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Port Houston and the Houston Ship Channel

Largest Texas port with:

— 74% of U.S. Gulf Coast container traffic

— 152 million consumers within 1,000
miles

— 200+ industrial terminals including the
nation’s largest break-bulk terminal

— Boasts an extensive intermodal
network of terminals, roads, rails
(access to class-1 railroads) and
pipelines

Ranked:

v'15t ranked in U.S. waterborne tonnage
v'1st ranked in U.S. exports
v'1st ranked in U.S. deep water vessel traffic

v'15t ranked in production and exports of
Ethylene, Propylene, Butylene and Butadiene

v'15t ranked in resin exports with 60% market
share

v'Busiest U.S. waterway with 8,300 large ships
and 200,000 smaller commercial crafts including
barges

v'Nation’s largest importer and exporter of
petroleum and petroleum products

v'Home to the nation’s largest petrochemical
complex (second largest in the world)

Weekly Container Service
Overview:

v'East Asia — 6 services

v'East Coast South America — 4 services
v'Mediterranean — 4 services

v'North Europe— 4 services

v'"Mexico, Caribbean, Central America, North
Coast South America — 3 services

v'Other trade lanes — 3 services

For details, please visit Port of Houston’s
Container Service Schedule and Port of

Houston’s Trade Carrier Schedules.

Sources: Port Houston 2024 Statistics, Port Houston Container Volume Report 2024



https://porthouston.com/vessel-schedules-arrivals/
https://porthouston.com/vessel-schedules-arrivals/
http://porthouston.com/trade/carrier-schedules/
http://porthouston.com/trade/carrier-schedules/
https://porthouston.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Port-Houston-Container-Volumes-Up-20-in-August.pdf

ransportation System: =
Houston Airport System

v’ Accommodates nonstop air service to five of the flight-accessible continents
v'Recognized worldwide as a gateway to Latin America

George Bush Intercontinental (IAH) - the largest airport in the Harris County region and a global gateway
v One of the top 10 global hubs
v’ Major connecting hub for United Airlines, which handles nearly 75% of IAH passenger traffic
Passenger Airlines --- 28  Non-stop Destinations --- 186 Passengers --- 44.1 million

William P. Hobby (HOU) - a medium-sized regional and international airport OUCRERIONEIAIPORS

v" Home to one of Southwest Airline’s most active hubs Ready to Serve Customers
v’ 5-star rated airport by Skytrax, the first and only 5-star airport in North America > 10 Regional Airports for public use
Passenger Airlines --- 5 Non-stop Destinations --- 62 Passengers --- 13.5 million

» 10 Regional Airports for private use

Ellington Airport (EFD) —a commerce and general aviation center
v Home to the 10t licensed commercial SPACEPORT
v" With NASA as a tenant, EFD is home to ongoing U.S. Military and space training
v’ Disaster Relief — Home to the regional headquarters for the U.S. Coast Guard

Sources: Houston Airport System, IAH and HOU Airlines, IAH and HOU Destinations (2024); Houston Airport System, 2024 Annual Report; Houston-Galveston Area
Council, Airport Inventory; TollFreeAirline.com, Harris County Public and Private Airports



https://www.fly2houston.com/
https://fly2houston.com/hou/
https://fly2houston.com/ellington/
https://fly2houston.com/spaceport/
https://www.fly2houston.com/iah/airlines
https://www.fly2houston.com/hou/airlines
https://www.fly2houston.com/iah/destinations
https://www.fly2houston.com/hou/destinations
https://www.fly2houston.com/newsroom/media-kit/annual-report
https://www.h-gac.com/regional-aviation-system-plan/houston-galveston-airport-inventory
https://www.h-gac.com/regional-aviation-system-plan/houston-galveston-airport-inventory
https://www.h-gac.com/regional-aviation-system-plan/houston-galveston-airport-inventory
https://www.h-gac.com/regional-aviation-system-plan/houston-galveston-airport-inventory
http://www.tollfreeairline.com/texas/harris.htm

R N T A R R S L AR P LT S O T A AR O B S RO A ) B 3 T ili

Table of
Contents

tate Railroad
Map

View map in detail here.

Sources: Texas Department of Transportation, 2025
Statewide Railroad Map



https://www.txdot.gov/content/dam/docs/division/rrd/2025-dept-railroad-map.pdf
https://www.txdot.gov/discover/rail/railroad-maps.html
https://www.txdot.gov/discover/rail/railroad-maps.html

Texas Medical Center

World’s largest:
»Medical complex by any measure — number of hospitals,
number of physicians, square footage, and patient

volume
> Children’s Hospital By the Numbers

»Cancer Hospital Total Area| ------ 1,345+ Acres

8th largest business district in the U.S. Area Developed| ------ 50 million square feet
Is at the forefront of advancing life sciences Medical & Research Institutions| ------ 60+
Home to: Employees| ------ 120,000+

v'21 hospita-\ls S Patient Visits Per Year| -----—-- 10 million
Expa\r/‘:?:nc:ademlc and research institutions Total Patient Beds| - 9,200

»TMC Helix Park now open Annual Surgeries| ------- 180,000+

e 37 acres Total Heart Surgeries| ------- 13,600+

* 1,000 seat amphitheater
* Merging state-of-the-art facilities with diverse
recreation

Sources: Texas Medical Center, 2025 About (as of 9/16/25); Texas Medical Center, Helix Park (as of 9/16/25)



https://www.tmc.edu/about-tmc/
https://www.tmc.edu/tmchelixpark/
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.. Standard of Living... Sports, Leisure,
and Parks...

Qu 2 ‘ |ty Of Llfe Shopping, Dining and Nightlife... Area Events

Calendar..

Standard of Livin g€ Our overall low cost of living at 3% below the national

average coupled with a diverse economic base and top educational facilities make us a great
community to live, work, play, and invest.

Education withadiverse
collection of school systems — 25 public K-12
school districts, a plethora of private K-12
schools, 14 universities, and colleges, and 4
community colleges — choices abound to
prepare our children and the

workforce. Workforce development entities

The median sales price of a single-family home was $335,000 in 2024. Find your next home or
rental at Houston Association of Realtors® (HAR).

Harris County’s diverse economy provides work opportunities in a wide range of fields where

also provide skills development and the 2023 per capita personal income was $73,862 — 5.3% higher than U.S.s and 9.5% higher

certifications.

than Texas’s per capita personal income.

Our residents and visitors can receive top of the line health care at world renowned medical
facilities, such as the distinguished M.D. Anderson Cancer Center, the No. 1 cancer hospital
in the world. Other distinguished health institutions include Baylor College of

Medicine Houston Methodist Hospital, CHI St. Luke's Health Memorial Hermann Texas
Medical Center, Texas Heart Institute and the University of Texas Health Science Center, just
to name a few.

Given Harris County’s strong biotechnology,
advanced manufacturing, aerospace, and
energy industry clusters, it is not surprising
that 39.6% of all bachelor’s degrees are in
science, engineering, and related fields.

Sources: Houston Association of Realtors, 2024 Annual Multiple Listing Service Report (January 2025 report for 2024 annual data); U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis, 2023 Per
Capita Income by State and County; U.S. Census Bureau, 2023 American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates, Income in the Past 12 Months; U.S. News & World Report 2024 Best Hospitals for Cancer



https://www.har.com/content/department/newsroom?pid=2141&pid=2141#:~:text=Home%20prices%20reached%20record%20highs,rose%201.5%20percent%20to%20$335%2C000.
https://www.bea.gov/data/income-saving/personal-income-county-metro-and-other-areas
https://www.bea.gov/data/income-saving/personal-income-county-metro-and-other-areas
https://health.usnews.com/best-hospitals/rankings/cancer?int=hospital_cancer_see_full_ranking_list
http://www.har.com/
http://www.har.com/
http://www.har.com/
http://www.mdanderson.org/
https://www.bcm.edu/
https://www.bcm.edu/
http://www.houstonmethodist.org/
https://www.stlukeshealth.org/
http://www.memorialhermann.org/
http://www.tmc.edu/
http://www.tmc.edu/
http://www.texasheart.org/
https://www.uth.edu/

Quality of Life
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SPORTS, LEISURE AND PARKS

There is no downtime when keeping up with
the area’s professional sports teams — the
Houston Texans, the Houston Rockets, the
Houston Astros, the Houston Dynamo and
the Houston Dash.

In addition to catching a Houston Texans
game at Harris County’s state-of-the-art NRG
Stadium, rock concerts, jewelry shows,
professional conferences, and a multitude of
other events attract people from around the
world.

Quality of life is enhanced by over 200 Harris
County parks and over 600 city and other
district parks.

Abundant miles of walk/run/hike and bike
trails open the door to Harris County’s wildlife
and natural biodiversity.

DIVERSE ARTS AND CULTURAL VENUES

Staying true to our diversity, many cultural communities feel right at home
in Harris County.

Anyone’s calendar can be filled quickly with events performed by world-
class, year-round resident companies in all of the major performing arts—
symphony, opera, drama, and ballet.

There is no shortage of choice with concert and performing arts genres and
venues abounding - from classical music and opera to pop music and indie
rock concerts to blues and honky-tonk, from classical ballet to modern plays
and avant-garde dance and to everything in between with world class
performers from around the world. See your independent guide at
Houston-theater.com to the best shows around.

Come discover area events and unique venues at_visithoustontexas.com, or
check out the Houston.culturemap.com, or visit any of over 150 museums,
art galleries, cultural institutions, art fairs, festivals and markets (at
365thingsinhouston.com) covering everything from nature, art, science,
history, and more.

Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages 2023 Annual Number of Establishments

SHOPPING, DINING AND
NIGHTLIFE

Choose from over 8,000 restaurants with an
abundance of international cuisines. Make
your plans by visiting visithouston.com, or

Yelp.

A variety of shopping centers and malls all
around Harris County provide a plethora of
styles and products to satisfy your needs. You
may find some by visiting USA Today’s
10best.com.

Whether you’re looking for high-energy
dance clubs or Texas honky-tonks, action-
packed sports pubs or low-key wine bars,
there's something for every taste by looking
visithouston.com.



https://www.houstontexans.com/
https://www.nba.com/rockets/
https://www.mlb.com/astros
https://www.houstondynamofc.com/
https://www.houstondynamofc.com/houstondash/#yaz-strikes-first-against-chicago-noche-latina-91925
https://www.houston-theater.com/
https://www.houston-theater.com/
https://www.houston-theater.com/
https://www.houston-theater.com/
https://www.visithoustontexas.com/events/annual-events/
http://houston.culturemap.com/events/
http://houmuse.org/
http://365thingsinhouston.com/houston-events-festivals/
https://www.visithoustontexas.com/
https://www.yelp.com/search?find_desc=Restaurants&find_loc=Houston,+TX,+US
http://www.10best.com/destinations/texas/houston/
https://www.visithoustontexas.com/restaurants-and-bars/

Organizational Chart

larris County

Source: Harris County FY26 Adopted Budget Book Volume |
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https://budget.harriscountytx.gov/budget.aspx
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Thank youl!

Department of Economic Equity & Opportunity
Harris County, Texas

1001 Preston Street, Suite 670 | Houston, TX 77002
Website: https://deeo.harriscountytx.gov/
Email: DEEO@harriscountytx.gov

Economic Development Division

Website: https://hcoed.harriscountytx.gov/
Email: EconDev@harriscountytx.gov

Judit Haracsek Elizabeth Balderrama Lailla Ahmady
Director Assistant Director Program Manager
832-927-8724 832-927-8741 832-927-8732
Judit.Haracsek@harriscountytx.gov Elizabeth.Balderrama@harriscountytx.gov Lailla.Ahmady@harriscountytx.gov

i1 DepARTMENT OF

HE B ECONOMIC EQUITY
PP A ND OPPORTUNITY



https://deeo.harriscountytx.gov/
mailto:DEEO@harriscountytx.gov
mailto:Judit.Haracsek@harriscountytx.gov
mailto:Elizabeth.Balderrama@harriscountytx.gov
mailto:Lailla.Ahmady@harriscountytx.gov
https://hcoed.harriscountytx.gov/
mailto:EconDev@harriscountytx.gov
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